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Mark Your Calendars! 

Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast — Monday, May 31 
Farmer’s Market 

7 a.m.-noon 

See Page 3 for More Details. 

Message from the president 

By JAY DUNSTAN 

Historical Society President 

 

Dear Members, 
     By now everyone is aware we’ve opened our 
new museum at the Webster Fire Hall. Our Gala 
Opening on April 30th was attended by more than 
220 people! We had expected about 125. I’ve 
been told by many that it was the most enjoyable 
event they’ve ever attended in Royal Oak. It’s yet 
another example of how important the new mu-
seum is to our residents.  
     Since we signed the lease back at the 2007 An-
nual Dinner, we have been blessed by countless 
individuals stepping forward to help make this 
happen — whether through volunteer or financial 
means. We would need to double the size of this 
newsletter to thank all those who helped so let me 
just say thank you to all of you! 
     Though we’re in our new home, we’re not 

standing still. We’ll continue to offer community 
events throughout the year. This would include 
one of our largest fundraisers — our Annual Me-
morial Day Pancake Breakfast at the Farmer’s 
Market from 7 a.m. until noon. The prices are the 
same as they have been the last three years — $6 
for adults and $3 for children. We are expecting a 
larger than usual crowd this year as the parade 
will be ending across the street on Troy Street at 
the Veterans Memorial Plaza — right between 
City Hall and the Library. Besides some great 
pancakes, this is a great opportunity to see friends 
and neighbors. See you there! 
     We’ve also recently concluded our 2009-2010 
Town Hall Series. Historical Society Board Mem-
ber Bob Muller once again has done a wonderful 
job coordinating speakers and locales. The series 
will start again in the fall of this year. We’ll keep 
you notified of dates and locations. 

     (Continued on Page 2) 

Museum opening: Simply grand! 



(Continued from Page 1) 

     We are also already making preparations for 
our Annual Dinner coming in October. Look for 
some changes to be made for this event — all of 
which should make for an even more enjoyable 
evening. 

Lastly, let me thank all of you for your continued 
patronage of the Royal Oak Historical Society.    
     As volunteers, we are encouraged by your 
strong level of support and will do everything in 
our power to make our organization one of the 
best in the country. 
     My best to all of you, 
     Jay Dunstan 
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By David G. Penney, Ph.D 

 
     “My Royal Oak: Images From The 20th Cen-
tury” (2008), the new book on Royal Oak history 
that is heavy on historic images of our town, is a 
must for anyone who loves Royal Oak. Printed on 
glossy white paper, it contains 227 photographs on 
128 pages and is 7 x 10 inches. The text consists 
of more than 17,000 words about the “old” town 
most of us remember in fragments. This is a very 
personal book, with many of my memories of 
growing up in Royal Oak in the 20th century.   
The cost is only $25. 
     Everyone should have “Twigs and Acorns, 
Plus” (2007), the new edition of the much-loved 
scrapbook style presentation about our town since 
its founding more than 180 years ago. It contains 
newspaper articles, previously unpublished letters, 
essays, etc. and photos of early Royal Oak. At 
$40, the book is 425 pages, hardbound and fully 
indexed. 
     If you are going to explore historic Royal Oak 
or St. Mary cemeteries, you must have the new 
twelve-page edition of “Cemeteries Walking 
Tour” (2007), containing photographs and the lo-

cations of thousands of people interred in the two 
cemeteries arranged in a surname index, available 
for $5. 
     “To Walk That Old Indian Trail” has been a 
very popular booklet through  the years, originally 
prepared for the 75th anniversary of our city in 
1996. In 2007, the new twelve-page edition con-
tains far more information on native American 
traces in Royal Oak and features a Chief on the 
cover. At $5, it is a bargain. 
     All the books are available at Frentz Hardware, 
and soon will be at our beautiful new Historical 
Society Museum. As with all of my other books, 
all proceeds go to the Museum. Purchasing these 
books is simply a GIFT to the new museum. 
     Coming soon is a small book to be published 
soon on Northwood Subdivision (tentatively – 
“Northwood Subdivision and The Clawsons”), 
which will include the No. 2 Fire Station (site of 
the new Historical Museum), the old and new 
Northwood schools, the Clawson family, GTW 
Railroad, the First Congregational Church and the 
Shrine of the Little Flower Church, etc. Contained 
inside will be essays on each subject and a number 
of rare historic photographs.  Watch for it! 

Royal Oak History Books for Sale at Frentz Hardware 

All proceeds go to the Museum 

It’s as easy as A, B, C!  
All three photos are of the new Royal Oak Historical Society Museum. 

UPSIDE-DOWN ANSWERS TO BOB MULLER’S PHOTO GAME — See Page 7: 
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